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In  Otten  Belcliamp  23  cottages  used  pond  water  only,  here  the  owners  were  called  to  provide  a proper  supply.  ^ 
present  an  arrangemeut  has  been  entered  into  with  the  owner  of  a beerhouse  near  to  them,  that  the  cottagers  should  have  eir 
drinking  water  from  his  well,  which  affords  a good  supply,  and  continue  to  use  the  pond  water  for  washing  purposes,  ihe  pon 
was  recommended  to  be  cleared  out  and  fenced  in.  This  has  not  yet  been  done. 

In  Henny  six  cottages  used  pond  water,  these  cottages  are  situated  on  the  top  of  a hill  and  a well  would  likely  cost  as  much  as 
the  value  of  the  cottages.  The  deficiency  has  been  remedied  by  Col.  Barnardistou  allowing  the  occupiers  to  use  a spring  of 
water  at  the  bottom  of  a field  of  his,  and  within  a reasonable  distance  of  the  cottages. 

At  Borley  two  private  wells  supply  the  deficiency  of  drinking  water.  Mr.  Gardiner  allowing  the  cottagers  on  the  green  to 
obtain  water  from  his  well,  and  Mr.  Payne  the  cottagers  at  the  other  end  of  the  parish. 

In  Alphamstone,  some  cottagers  made  a complaint  of  want  of  water  owing  to  their  being  debarred  access  to  a private 
well.  There  is  a spring  of  good  water  and  a dipping  place  within  a reasonable  distance. 

The  County  INIedical  Officer  of  health.  Dr.  Thresh,  kindly  made  an  analysis  of  the  following  public  water  supplies  in  the 
district  with  the  following  results. 


1.2  Bclchamp  St.  Paul’s 

3 Otten  Belchamp 

4 Foxearth 

5 Buhner  Tye 

6 Twinstead  Green 

7 Alphamstone 

8 Lamarsh 

9 Wickham  St.  Paul’s 

10  Gestingthorpe 

11  Walter  Belchamp 

12  Borley 


Two  Wells 
Pond 
A Spring 
Deep  Well 
Deep  Well 
A Spring 
A Stream 
Deep  Well 
Shallow  Well 
Shallow  Well 
Deep  Well 


Both  Good. 

Very  Impure. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Contains  oxidized  sewage,  is  suspicious. 
Fairly  Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Much  oxidized  sewage,  is  suspicious. 
Good. 


A defective  well  pump  supplying  a number  of  cottages  in  Bures  Hamlet  was  remedied  by  notice  to  the  owner  of  the 
cottages. 

V.  Sewkkage. — Fight  new  privy  accommodations  were  constructed,  and  three  old  ones  repaired.  A sewage  ditch  from 
the  parish  of  Foxearth  was  in  places  found  to  be  offensive,  particularly  for  35  yards  at  rear  of  some  cottages,  though  nothing  i.s 
done  yet,  it  is  intended  to  be  cleaned  out. 

VI.  Houses. — Six  houses  in  Walter  Belchamp  were  reported  as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Four  of  these  have  been  put 
into  habitable  repair  and  the  others  are  in  course  of  improvement. 

Four  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported,  three  of  these  have  been  abated,  the  other  is  doubtful.  No  new  houses  were 
erected  during  the  year. 


VII.  Sanitary  Inspection Systematic  as  well  as  special  inspections  have  been  made  throughout  the  district  during  the 

year.  The  Inspector  reports  as  follows  ; — 


Number  of  cottages  inspected 
„ of  notices  served 

,,  of  nuisances  abated 

„ of  houses  reported  as  unfit  for  habitation 

„ of  houses  placed  in  habitable  repair 
„ of  cases  of  houses  overcrowded  abated 

„ of  houses  disinfected 

„ of  bake  offices  inspected  ... 

„ of  slaughter-houses  inspected 


660 

42 

60 

6 

4 

3 

29 

3 

1 

JOHN  S.  ROBINSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


No  offensive  trades  exist  in  the  district. 

One  special  report  was  made  relating  to  closing  the  schools  at  Bulmer  on  account  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

J.  SINCLAIR  HOLDEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BELCHAMP  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


In  the  Administrative  County  of  Essex- 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  1896. 

' ( Pursuant  to  the  Regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board- ) 

Population  i88i,  6200  ; 1891,  5722.  Number  of  Parishes  16.  Acreage  26548.  Person 

per  acre  0.46 

RATEABLE  VALUE  ;^25,89i. 


Geological  formation,  chalk,  covered  on  the  higher  gpround  with  Boulder  Clay,  and  in  the 
valleys  with  brick  earth,  sand  or  gravel.  Superficially  with  alluvium. 

I.  Births.  There  were  113  births  registered  during  the  year  equivalent  to  a birth  rate  of  79- 7 per  1000  of  the  popu- 
lation. The  births  and  birth-rates  in  this  district  during  the  past  seven  years  were  : — 

1890.  1891.  1892.  1893.  1894.  1895.  1896 

Births  145  131  137  127  127  115  113 

Birth-rate  23.3  22.8  23.9  22.1  22.1  20.0  19.7 


II.  Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  registered  in  the  district  was  85  to  which  7 deaths  belonging  to  the 
district  occurring  in  the  Workhouse,  Sudbury,  have  to  be  added,  making  the  total  deaths  92  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  16.0 
per  1000  of  the  population.  Tlie  deaths  and  death-rates  during  the  past  seven  years  were;  — 


D oaths  registered 

Deaths  belonging  to  the  District 

Death-rate 


1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

87 

93 

88  . 

106 

82 

70 

85 

91 

97 

104 

112 

88 

78 

92 

14.6 

16.9 

18.1 

19.5 

15.3 

13.6 

16.0 

Infant  MortaVtrf.  The  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  22,  being  equivalent  to  the  proportion  of  194 
deaths  to  a 1000  births.  In  1895  the  proportion  was  181.  The  proportion  throughout  all  England  for  1896  was  148. 

The  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  caused  4 deaths,  equal  to  a death  rate  of  0.6  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  death  ^ 

arase  from  Diphtheria  1.  Typhoid  Fever  1.  Diarrhoea  2.  The  mean  death-rate  due  to  zymotic  diseases  during  the  past  six 
years  was  1.0  per  1000. 


Deaths  from  all  other  causes  belonging  to  the  district  were  88  in  number  or  per  1000.  The  following  disease  s 

contributed  to  the  general  mortality.  Phthisis  o.  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  18.  Heart  disease  7.  Cancer  6.  Injuries  2. 

The  death-rate  from  Consumption  in  this  District  during  the  past  year  was  0.8  p>er  1000  of  the  population  as  against  a 
mean  of  1.3  during  the  pre\aous  six  years. 

HI.  The  Infections  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  came  into  operation  on  1st  February,  1890.  Since  then  the 
following  cases  have  been  noti6ed  per  1000  of  Population. 


1890 

Smallpox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria 
and  Croup. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever.  Erysipelas. 

Total 

cases. 

Per  thousand 
population 

0 

29 

6 

1 

0 

5 

41 

7.1 

1891 

0 

38 

0 

1 

0 

1 

40 

7.0 

1892 

0 

92 

2 

1 

0 

6 

101 

17.6 

1893 

0 

43 

47 

0 

0 

11 

101 

17.6 

1894 

0 

IS 

4 

0 

0 

8 

30 

5.2 

1895 

0 

20 

1 

0 

0 

4 

25 

4.3 

1896 

0 

54 

8 

4 

1 

7 

74 

12.9 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarhtina.  This  disease  has  been  more  or  less  prevalent  during  the  year,  54  cases  occurred  in  ten  of  the 
sixteen  parishes  in  the  district.  The  only  parish  in  which  the  disease  spread  was  that  of  Bulmer,  where  25  cases  occurred  affect- 
ing 15  families,  and  I had  to  close  the  school  from  October  26th  to  November  23rd.  Two  cases  occurred  at  the  Post  Office  in 
this  parish,  which  was  closed  and  the  business  temporarily  transferred  to  another  house.  The  disease  was  of  a very  mild  type 
and  none  of  the  attacks  were  fatal.  In  each  case  the  usual  precautions  were  taken.  Notices,  with  directions,  were  served  at 
each  infected  house,  also  carbolised  oil  for  inunction  and  disinfectants.  The  children  were  prevented  attending  school,  and 
the  houses  were  afterwards  disinfected  by  the  inspector. 

Diptheria.  There  were  six  cases  notified  of  this  diserse.,  4 occurred  in  one  family  in  the  parish  of  Gestingthorpe,  though 
of  a mild  type,  a delicate  child  aged  4 years  died.  The  other  cases  were  slight  attacks.  The  only  sanitary  defect  observed  was 
in  a house  in  Gestingthorpe  where  the  pri\'y  cesspool  was  too  close  to  the  back  door,  and  this  was  removed  and  a new  privy 
built  further  off. 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever.  Four  cases  occurred  in  one  family  in  the  parish  of  Wickham  St.  Paul’s.  The  first  case  was  that 
xj  VA  S'  policeman,  who  just  previous  to  his  being  taken  ill  was  for  four  days  on  duty  at  Southend  for  the  August  Bank 

Holiday  where  he  contracted  the  disease,  which  proved  fatal.  Three  of  his  children  were  attacked  but  recovered.  No  sanitary 
defects  existed  on  the  premises  sufficient  to  be  injurious  to  health. 

Measles.  Several  parishes  had  cases  of  measles  during  the  Spring  of  the  year,- but  it  was  only  in  the  parish  of  Foxearth  that 
it  spread  to  any  extent,  in  consequence  thereof  the  school  had  to  be  closed  for  a fortnight  from  the  25th  March.  No  fatal  cases 
occurred. 


Whooping  Cough.  This  disease  followed  measles  in  the  parish  of  Foxearth,  and  was  so  prevalent,  that  it  was  found  necessary 
to  defer  for  a fortnight  opening  the  school  after  the  Summer  holidays. 

Numerous  cases  appeared  in  the  parish  of  Bulmer  at  the  same  time. 

IV.  Water  Supply. — In  my  report  for  1895, 1 mentioned  that  the  water  supply  was  deficient  in  some  parts  of  the 
[^rishes  of  Walter  Belchamp,  Otten  Belchamp,  Henny,  Bor  ley  and  Alphamstone.  The  Essex  County  Council  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  District  Council  to  this  part  of  my  report,  and  desired  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  improve  the  supply  of  water  in 
these  parishes.  Sub-Committees  were  therefore  appointed  to  visit  and  report  on  this  matter.  In  Walter  Belchamp  at  Chapel 
Hill,  12  cottages  were  found  to  be  without  a proper  water  supply,  the  owners  were  therefore  noticed  to  provide  water  for  their 
cottages.  Some  attempts  have  been  made  to  utilise  a disused  well  close  to  the  chapel,  but  have  failed.  Nothing  more  has  been 
done. 


